
Tips for College Success

Making the move from high school to college is a major change for your life. College gives an opportunity to 
start fresh, with a much more adult perspective, independence, and responsibilities. Here are some suggestions 
to make the transition easier and more successful:

1. Take advantage of every opportunity to learn, starting with Orientation events. Every situation in 
life has its own set of procedures and inside tips that make “working the system” smoother. The sooner 
you get familiar with where to go, what to do, and who does what the less effort you have to put into 
making success happen.

2. Get to know people as soon as possible. If you live in campus housing, you will be assigned a 
roommate, possibly someone very different from you. Embrace the diversity, and learn from it. College 
is a time of broadening your perspective, and relationships with a wide variety of people makes it a 
richer experience. Also, get to know people in all of your classes so you always have someone to 
compare notes with.

3. Plan ahead and set goals. The instructor of each of your classes will provide a syllabus, which is a 
document describing the course expectations (calendar of exams, grading scale, office hours, etc.). Be 
familiar with its contents and get dates on your calendar as soon as possible. It is also common for 
classes to have online resources. These are a vital part of keeping current with course materials. Make a 
plan for reading your textbooks, which will cost a lot – use them! Most of all, prepare early for all 
assignments and tests, if possible.

4. Know what resources are available for help when you need it. Your instructors will all have office 
hours available for you to visit for assistance, and every college has learning labs and tutors available for
free help with course material. Remember, college is about the art of learning how to learn. 

5. Show up to classes consistently. Unlike in high school, most of your college classes will not mandate 
attendance, as it is your responsibility to keep up. Some classes will be earlier than you prefer, but be 
there anyway. The valuable lessons you will learn will be supplemented by what to expect on tests, life 
experiences, and demonstrations you cant get from just the textbook.

6. Get out and become part of the campus experience. You will find many clubs and organizations 
centered around ideas that may resonate with you. Some will be related to majors, others religious or 
political preferences, etc. Get involved and find support with others who are also desiring community. 
Stretch yourself, though, and benefit from the campus diversity by learning to understand those who are 
different from yourself.

7. You may have gotten this far in life with the support of church, and it doesn't end when you get to 
college. Most campuses host a variety of religious organizations. Find one that resonates with your 
beliefs and traditions, as this will provide a strong support to lean on. Remember, there are many 
varieties of Christian expression and belief. Be very discerning, and choose the campus ministry that fits
best. You're also welcome to seek out an inter-generational, off-campus church family.

8. Work hard to achieve a balance. You will find yourself pulled between social and academic activities, 
and you will have to learn new ways to manage your time for yourself. Also, grades are important, but 
more than that it is vital to actually learn the material.

9. College is a time to experience new things, but remember to consider your consequences, and 
make good decisions. If you find yourself in need of someone to talk to for any reason, take advantage 
of the many resources available. Colleges provide help via campus ministries, counseling centers, 
academic advisers, etc. If a call home just isn't enough, be sure to talk to someone. Keep in mind that 
your pastor back home is still available to you, no matter how far away you are.
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