From: Gretchen Wahl, CPN Advocacy Coordinator gretchen@gretchenwahl.com
Subject: ACTION ALERT from the CPN Advocacy Committee
Date: May 17, 2024 at 9:14 AM
To: Ken and Pat (Lasseter and Zinn) cflcubalt@gmail.com

CUBA PARTNERS NETWORK ACTION ALERT

May 17, 2024 View this email in your browser

A letter to President Biden to remove Cuba
from the list of State Sponsors of Terrorism

Dear Friends,

Last week, the Cuba Partners Network, along with the PC(USA) and 18 other religious
denominations and organizations, wrote to President Biden and urged him to remove Cuba
from the list of State Sponsors of Terrorism, allowing us all the freedom to engage in our
religious activities by offering crucial assistance and aid to the Cuban people, who are

suffering dire humanitarian conditions on the island.

May 9, 2024
Dear President Biden,

We write to express our deep concern regarding the plight of the Cuban people.

The combined effects of failed U.S. foreign policies and Cuban economic policies have
created dire humanitarian conditions on the island. It is crucial for your administration to
remove Cuba from the State Sponsors of Terrorism list and expedite the processing of
assistance from humanitarian organizations. These steps will not only save lives but
also advance the stated goals of U.S. foreign policy to uphold human rights.

Reinstating Cuba on the State Sponsors of Terrorism List (SST) was a gross mistake
and has had a hugely detrimental effect on the Cuban people and the ability of our
partners to serve them. This decision has led banks, financial institutions, and
international suppliers to withdraw support for regular trade and collaboration with
religious groups providing humanitarian aid in Cuba. As a result, the ability of our
denominations and faith-based organizations to offer crucial assistance and financial aid
to Cuban partners has been severely limited, with financial institutions freezing funds
allocated for religious and humanitarian activities. In many cases, the religious activities
general license is not recognized by third parties, nor do the current licensing
procedures resolve the market risk issues that financial institutions and suppliers say
they must consider beyond the legalities of acquiring appropriate licensing. Being on the
State Sponsor of Terrorism list creates obstacles that our religious and humanitarian
status cannot overcome for third-party agents.

The ongoing designation of Cuba as a State Sponsor of Terrorism aggravated Cuba'’s
existing economic problems, led to increased migration, and hindered private-sector
investment, causing setbacks for businesses that thrived under the Obama-Biden
administration. The current U.S. stance has also hampered the entrepreneurial
endeavors of ordinary Cubans and disrupted the public economy, which supports
essential medical and social welfare programs. Consequently, hundreds of thousands of
Cubans have been forced to sell their belongings and undertake dangerous journeys to
reach the United States via the Southwest border. Our current policy towards Cuba is a
significant factor driving this migration trend.
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them to overthrow their government is morally unacceptable and antithetical to our faith,
as well as basic human rights principles. We urge you to remove Cuba from the State
Sponsors of Terrorism list and take steps toward ending the economic embargo and
normalizing relations with Cuba. Let us stand together to relieve the suffering of the
Cuban people, help them to prosper in their own country, and seek to include them fully
in the family of nations.

Sincerely,

Click here to view and download the letter

Please share this letter with elected officials and civic leaders at every level, while also
sharing your experiences with your partners as they navigate this difficult time. Tell the
people who represent you in Congress that you have already urged President Biden to
remove Cuba from the list of State Sponsors of Terrorism, and that you expect them to
work to correct this injustice. Also ask for support from local and state officials in this

cause.

We suggest that you:

1. Visit hitps://www.usa.gov/elected-officials to find out how to email or mail

your Senators and Representatives.

2. Write a brief cover note about your partnership and the hardships
your partner church experiences in the current U.S. — Cuba relationship.

3. Send it to your legislators.

4. Share the letter with your congregation so that other members can do the same.
This is especially important if your congregation covers multiple congressional
districts.

5. Repeat the process with state and local officials.

6. Raise the issue during election season. Ask candidates where they stand at town
halls, fundraisers, meet and greets, and parades.

7. Share your experiences with us at CubaPartnersNetwork @gmail.com.
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We are praying and working hard for an end to the embargo, the removal of Cuba from the
list of State Sponsors of Terrorism, and better relations between the U.S. and Cuba. Only
tireless effort will help, and thanks be to God that we have an endless supply of faith, hope,
and strength. Thanks for taking this step with us!

Sincerely,

The CPN Advocacy Committee
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